BARBARIAN STORIES

treasures the Varangs took, and their squirrel and
bear-skins. They went out three times during the
early summer on raids with Prince Bracislav, twice to
drive back the bad men who came out of the East on
horses, and could not speak any tongue that the most
travelled knew, and once to put down a rising at the
far end of the Prince's land. None of them were killed,
and they always had a great feast afterwards. The
Prince was a crafty man, a good leader, and he knew
how to use rivers and marshes and the fear of the
tangly woods against his enemies. He had a long
beard and he wore a high pointed helmet, so that he
looked very talL Both this helmet and his shield had
cutting teeth from some great fish cunningly fastened
into them. He had three hundred horses stabled
round the court of the castle, and a third of them were
always kept saddled and bridled.

There were always women in the castle, running up
and down the stairs or clustering together round the
windows playing games; they brought in baskets full
of meadow flowers and flung them about when they
were tired of them, for the slave-girls to sweep up in
the cold dawn next morning. Theophano the Very
Beautiful, the Greek Princess, never seem to care who
looked at her, or how, Sveneld wanted to see her lift
her skirts and run, for she looked well made about the
body, but she never did: she swayed across the hall,
laughing at every one, in long dresses of gold and red,
woven in panels from neck to toe with tulips and
flapping eagles. She wore a veil under her crown, but
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